inss at Southern U. 


i The state-appointed commit- problem at Southern involved 
BATON ROUGE, La Nov. tee was in recess today, with adminisSors! anfthat white 
:9 — College administrators, hearings scheduled to resume politicians and law officers 
«^e and state officials were rs ac ted only a s peacemakers 

mtlrely to blame for the Nov. ", . ... .. . and arbitrators 

16 shooting deaths of iwo The students died of buck- ana armtrators. 

black students at Southern shot wounds to the head dur- “ 

University, an unofficial panel ing the police-student confron- 
of black investigators _said in a tation 0 n the steps of the 
preliminary report today. Southern University adminis- j 

arc 

dents were killed by shotgun- commit tee w as sure the depu I 
wielding sheriffs deputies and ^hafffred buck^m ! 


unanimously agreed there v 


Bailey said the committee 1 1 


•‘more than adequate reason ^ eoncluded; ! 

for criminal prosecution of , • students had not occupied 

those Responsible for the i the administ ration buildin g , as 
de ?tbs. university officials main- 

The committee’s conslusions tained on the da of the con _ 
were read at a npws Confer- frontation . 
ence by Bailey ahd did not . to ^ vio lence, stu- 
cite specific testimony of wit- den t protesters had made sin- 
nesses interviewed. Bailey cere efforts to negotiate their 
said a detailed report would be com plaints, while university 
issued in two weeks. administrators “acted in bad 

The black panel’s findings faith.” 
drem immediate criticism from • p 0 ]i ce officers called to 
Louisiana Gov. Edwin Ed- the campus by the all-black 
yrnrds who termed it “as much administration behaved in an 
blackwash as they accuse the undisciplined manner, used 
state of a whitewash.” more force than necessary and 

“It was my feeling that very precipitated the violence by 
few of the members of the firing the first tear gas. 
panel had come to Louisiana • Edwards was “irresponsi- 
with an -open mind,” said Ed- ble in his public statements” 
wards, who appeared before about alleged acts of violence 
the black group Monday to an- by students, 
swer their sometimes hostile Guste’s committee staff has 
questions. , interviewed more than 100 

An official investigating witnesses, and plans to ques- 
committee appointed by Ed- tion many more before draw- 
wards and headed by state At- ing any conclusions, the attor- 
tomey General William Guste ney general said. .The black 
is looking into hpw and why committee met for two days 
students Denver A. Smith, 20, and interviewed a dozen per- 
of New Roads, La., and Leo- sons. 

nard Douglas Brown, 20, of Edwards criticized the black 
Gilbert, La., died. j committee for “attempting to 

The unofficial committee ; portray this incident as some- 
was formed by blacks who thing it was not, namely a 
said they didn’t trust any off i-. I black-white conflict.” The gov- 
cial inquiry. ' ernor has maintained the 


